
HOW DO WE “MAINSTREAM” 
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION?

One of our 
aims is to develop a 
doctoral programme 

that integrates academic 
and professional 

knowledge throughout the 
construction industry, 
to increase resilience 

to disasters.

The protective 
nature of built assets 

can reduce the risk posed 
by hazards. Collaborative 
Action towards Disaster 

Resilience Education (CADRE) 
will identify mechanisms to 

make disaster resilience 
part of the construction 

process.

Growing 
populations are 

being exposed to more 
man-made and natural 

hazards. Effective mitigation 
and preparedness in the form 
of pre-disaster planning can 
greatly reduce the hazards 

before they impact on 
a community.

In the past 
decade, more 

than a billion people 
have been affected 

by disasters 
totalling more 

than $1tn.

At the Global 
Disaster Resilience 

Centre, we’re trying to get 
governments, businesses, 

communities and individuals 
working together to create a 

society that is able to 
withstand unforeseen 

events.

Mind map

Dilanthi Amaratunga FRICS  Professor of disaster risk 
reduction and management; head, Global Disaster 
Resilience Centre, University of Huddersfield, UK
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aims is to develop a 
doctoral programme 

that integrates academic 
and professional 

knowledge throughout the 
construction industry, 
to increase resilience 
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14  ROBOTS ARE COMING … LOOK BUSY
Rapid advances in AI mean our jobs are 
likely to change sooner than you think

22  DATA-DRIVEN CITIES
Technology is already transforming how 
we interact with our urban landscape

26  HERE’S ONE WE MADE EARLIER
How off-site construction can help 
alleviate the UK’s housing shortage 

30  GAZUMPED!
The proptech pioneers upending the 
traditional estate agency model

34  BANGALORE VERSION 2.0
Updates to India’s original tech city 
are turning it into a global competitor

36  DHOW FACTOR
Was construction of Dubai’s new 
opera house plain sailing?

06  DIFFERENCE OF OPINION
Should the UK government spend billions 
on renovating the Houses of Parliament?
We hear two points of view

07-09  NEWS IN BRIEF
Industry news, advice and information 
for RICS professionals

08  THINKING: SIMON RUBINSOHN
RICS’ Chief Economist surveys the new 
political landscape after momentous 
votes on both sides of the Atlantic

11  PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Amanda Clack FRICS on the disruptive 
impact artificial intelligence will have on 
the built environment and the profession

“My dad’s a portfolio landlord; he constantly bitched and moaned 
about letting agents. These guys don’t deserve to exist in 2016. 

It seems like nobody is happy with the system”
GEORGE SPENCER, RENTIFY

PROPTECH, P30
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